
 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 162 

HONORING THE VERY ASIAN FOUNDATION 

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation launched in St. Louis after Michelle Li, a KSDK news anchor, sparked a global 

moment of unity after dismantling racism with a message of belonging for all people, including Asian Americans living in 

St. Louis and in countries around the world; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation is a non-profit organization that spent its inaugural year supporting Asian 

American charitable groups through fundraising, advocacy, and amplification, including groups like Stop AAPI Hate, the 

Asian American Journalists Association (AAJA), The Asian American Foundation (TAAF), The Korean American 

Adoptee Adoptive Family Network (KAAN), and AAPI Montclair; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation created a national awareness campaign called The May Book Project, inspired 

by St. Louis high schoolers who wanted to see more Asian American Youth representation in their libraries for all readers 

and doing so by providing more inclusive materials such as a vetted booklist created by national scholars and a toolkit 

produced by the Asian Pacific American Librarians Association; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation worked with corporations in St. Louis and around the country to raise money to 

send books to at-need libraries that couldn’t afford but wanted more Asian American youth literature for every reader, 

including Woerner Elementary in St. Louis, where many students speak Vietnamese, Nepali and Jarai; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation’s co-founders Michelle Li and Gia Vang along with executive director Soogi 

Hong, and St. Louis-based executive board members Alex Lee and Steve Lenivy, participated in more than 100 Very 

Asian x Very American-focused mixers, panel discussions, and media events to support creators, restaurants, small 

businesses, journalists, and more; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Very Asian Foundation serves as a community organization to shine a light on Asian experiences 

through advocacy and celebration and encourages all people to celebrate their full humanity; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Tishaura O. Jones has proclaimed January 19th, 2023 to be “VERY ASIAN DAY” in the City of St. 

Louis; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Board of Aldermen encourages all the citizens of the great City of St. Louis to take cognizance of this 

event and participate fittingly in its observance by eating dumplings and bringing their full humanity to the table.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to recognize the numerous accomplishments, achievements and good deeds performed by The 

Very Asian Foundation. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this resolution across the 

minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor.  

 

Introduced this 13th  day of January, 2023 by: 

The Honorable Bret Narayan, Alderman 24rd Ward 

The Honorable Megan Green, President Board of Aldermen  

 

Adopted the 13th day of January, 2023, as attested by: 
 

 

 

_______________________     __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Dr. Megan E. Green 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


